
 

 

… Arise, and proclaim unto the entire creation the tidings that He Who is 
the All-Merciful hath directed His steps towards the Riḍván and entered 
it. Guide, then, the people unto the garden of delight which God hath 
made the Throne of His Paradise. We have chosen thee to be our most 
mighty Trumpet, whose blast is to signalize the resurrection of all 
mankind. 

Say: This is the Paradise on whose foliage the wine of utterance hath 
imprinted the testimony: "He that was hidden from the eyes of men is 
revealed, girded with sovereignty and power!" This is the Paradise, the 
rustling of whose leaves proclaims: "O ye that inhabit the heavens and 
the earth! There hath appeared what hath never previously appeared. 
He Who, from everlasting, had concealed His Face from the sight of 
creation is now come." From the whispering breeze that wafteth amidst 
its branches there cometh the cry: "He Who is the sovereign Lord of all 
is made manifest. The Kingdom is God's," while from its streaming 
waters can be heard the murmur: "All eyes are gladdened, for He Whom 
none hath beheld, Whose secret no one hath discovered, hath lifted the 
veil of glory, and uncovered the countenance of Beauty." 

Within this Paradise, and from the heights of its loftiest chambers, the 
Maids of Heaven have cried out and shouted: "Rejoice, ye dwellers of 
the realms above, for the fingers of Him Who is the Ancient of Days are 
ringing, in the name of the All-Glorious, the Most Great Bell, in the 
midmost heart of the heavens. The hands of bounty have borne round 
the cup of everlasting life. Approach, and quaff your fill. Drink with 
healthy relish, O ye that are the very incarnations of longing, ye who are 
the embodiments of vehement desire!" 

This is the Day whereon He Who is the Revealer of the names of God 
hath stepped out of the Tabernacle of glory, and proclaimed unto all who 
are in the heavens and all who are on the earth: "Put away the cups of 
Paradise and all the life-giving waters they contain, for lo, the people of 
Baha have entered the blissful abode of the Divine Presence, and 
quaffed the wine of reunion, from the chalice of the beauty of their Lord, 
the All-Possessing, the Most High." 

Forget the world of creation, O Pen, and turn thou towards the face of 
thy Lord, the Lord of all names. Adorn, then, the world with the ornament 
of the favors of thy Lord, the King of everlasting days. For We perceive 
the fragrance of the Day whereon He Who is the Desire of all nations 
hath shed upon the kingdoms of the unseen and of the seen the 



 

 

splendour of the light of His most excellent names, and enveloped them 
with the radiance of the luminaries of His most gracious favours -- 
favours which none can reckon except Him, Who is the omnipotent 
Protector of the entire creation. 

Look not upon the creatures of God except with the eye of kindliness 
and of mercy, for Our loving providence hath pervaded all created 
things, and Our grace encompassed the earth and the heavens. This is 
the Day whereon the true servants of God partake of the life-giving 
waters of reunion, the Day whereon those that are nigh unto Him are 
able to drink of the soft-flowing river of immortality, and they who believe 
in His unity, the wine of His Presence, through their recognition of Him 
Who is the Highest and Last End of all, in Whom the Tongue of Majesty 
and Glory voiceth the call: "The Kingdom is Mine. I, Myself, am, of Mine 
own right, its Ruler." 

Attract the hearts of men, through the call of Him, the one alone 
Beloved. Say: This is the Voice of God, if ye do but hearken. This is the 
Day Spring of the Revelation of God, did ye but know it. This is the 
Dawning-Place of the Cause of God, were ye to recognize it. This is the 
Source of the commandment of God, did ye but judge it fairly. This is the 
manifest and hidden Secret; would that ye might perceive it. O peoples 
of the world! Cast away, in My name that transcendeth all other names, 
the things ye possess, and immerse yourselves in this Ocean in whose 
depths lay hidden the pearls of wisdom and of utterance, an ocean that 
surgeth in My name, the All-Merciful. Thus instructeth you He with 
Whom is the Mother Book. 

The Best-Beloved is come. In His right hand is the sealed Wine of His 
name. Happy is the man that turneth unto Him, and drinketh his fill, and 
exclaimeth: "Praise be to Thee, O Revealer of the signs of God!" By the 
righteousness of the Almighty! Every hidden thing hath been manifested 
through the power of truth. All the favours of God have been sent down, 
as a token of His grace. The waters of everlasting life have, in their 
fullness, been proffered unto men. Every single cup hath been borne 
round by the hand of the Well-Beloved. Draw near, and tarry not, though 
it be for one short moment. 

Blessed are they that have soared on the wings of detachment and 
attained the station which, as ordained by God, overshadoweth the 
entire creation, whom neither the vain imaginations of the learned, nor 
the multitude of the hosts of the earth have succeeded in deflecting from 



 

 

His Cause. Who is there among you, O people, who will renounce the 
world, and draw nigh unto God, the Lord of all names? Where is he to be 
found who, through the power of My name that transcendeth all created 
things, will cast away the things that men possess, and cling, with all his 
might, to the things which God, the Knower of the unseen and of the 
seen, hath bidden him observe? Thus hath His bounty been sent down 
unto men, His testimony fulfilled, and His proof shone forth above the 
Horizon of mercy. Rich is the prize that shall be won by him who hath 
believed and exclaimed: "Lauded art Thou, O Beloved of all worlds! 
Magnified be Thy name, O Thou the Desire of every understanding 
heart!" 

Rejoice with exceeding gladness, O people of Bahá, as ye call to 
remembrance the Day of supreme felicity, the Day whereon the Tongue 
of the Ancient of Days hath spoken, as He departed from His House, 
proceeding to the Spot from which He shed upon the whole of creation 
the splendours of His name, the All-Merciful. God is Our witness. Were 
We to reveal the hidden secrets of that Day, all they that dwell on earth 
and in the heavens would swoon away and die, except such as will be 
preserved by God, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. 

Such is the inebriating effect of the words of God upon Him Who is the 
Revealer of His undoubted proofs, that His Pen can move no longer. 
With these words He concludeth His Tablet: "No God is there but Me, 
the Most Exalted, the Most Powerful, the Most Excellent, the All-
Knowing." 

 

Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá'u'lláh 

 

 



 

 

Twelfth Day of Riḍván 

 

As to the significance of that Declaration let Bahá'u'lláh Himself reveal to 
us its import. Acclaiming that historic occasion as the "Most Great 
Festival," the "King of Festivals," the "Festival of God," He has, in His 
Kitáb-i-Aqdas, characterized it as the Day whereon "all created things 
were immersed in the sea of purification," whilst in one of His specific 
Tablets, He has referred to it as the Day whereon "the breezes of 
forgiveness were wafted over the entire creation." "Rejoice, with 
exceeding gladness, O people of Bahá!", He, in another Tablet, has 
written, "as ye call to remembrance the Day of supreme felicity, the Day 
whereon the Tongue of the Ancient of Days hath spoken, as He 
departed from His House proceeding to the Spot from which He shed 
upon the whole of creation the splendours of His Name, the All-
Merciful...”[pp153-154] 

… 

 

The departure of Bahá'u'lláh from the Garden of Riḍván, at noon, on … 
May 3, 1863, witnessed scenes of tumultuous enthusiasm no less 
spectacular, and even more touching, than those which greeted Him 
when leaving His Most Great House in Baghdad. "The great tumult," 
wrote an eyewitness, "associated in our minds with the Day of 
Gathering, the Day of Judgment, we beheld on that occasion. Believers 
and unbelievers alike sobbed and lamented. The chiefs and notables 
who had congregated were struck with wonder. Emotions were stirred to 
such depths as no tongue can describe, nor could any observer escape 
their contagion." 

 

Mounted on His steed, a red roan stallion of the finest breed, the best 
His lovers could purchase for Him, and leaving behind Him a bowing 
multitude of fervent admirers, He rode forth on the first stage of a 
journey that was to carry Him to the city of Constantinople…” 

 

(Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 153-155) 



 

 

 

In one of His talks1 'Abdu'l-Bahá states that the enemies of the Faith, 
determined to extinguish the fire of the Cause, did everything in their 
power to banish Bahá'u'lláh from Baghdad. They did not realize that this 
banishment would bring victory to His Faith. However, when Bahá'u'lláh 
moved to the Garden of Riḍván, they saw the greatness of His Cause, 
and were dismayed and disheartened by the marks of honour and 
respect which the inhabitants of Baghdad and its notables showered 
upon Him. 'Abdu'l-Bahá adds that, whereas banishment is normally a 
sad occasion, Bahá'u'lláh turned it into the most joyous event in His life. 
The days of Riḍván became the Most Great Festival, celebrating the 
Declaration of His Mission to His followers. 

 

The Declaration of Bahá'u'lláh in the Garden of Riḍván may be regarded 
as the climax of ten years of His Revelation and the consummation of 
the first phase of His ministry. On that day the Hand of Omnipotence 
removed a 'myriad veils of light' from His countenance, vouchsafing to 
men a glimpse of His power and glory, and opening before them a new 
chapter in their life on this planet. Bahá'u'lláh has stated that on that day 
'the breezes of forgiveness were wafted over the entire creation', and 'all 
created things were immersed in the sea of purification'.2(9) 

 

…Bahá'u'lláh extols the glories of the Festival of Riḍván and describes 
its significance in these terms: 

 

Verily, We have caused every soul to expire by virtue of Our irresistible 
and all-subduing sovereignty. We have, then, called into being a new 
creation, as a token of Our grace unto men. I am, verily, the All-
Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.3 

 

                                                             
1  This talk was given on the ninth day of Ridvan 1916, at Bahji, 'Akká. 
 
2  Quoted words from Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 154) 
 
3  Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, section xiv 
 



 

 

In one of His prayers revealed in Adrianople, Bahá'u'lláh refers to this 
new creation in these words: 

 

How great is Thy power! How exalted Thy sovereignty!  How lofty Thy 
might! How excellent Thy majesty! How supreme is Thy grandeur -- a 
grandeur which He Who is Thy Manifestation hath made known and 
wherewith Thou hast invested Him as a sign of Thy generosity and 
bountiful favour. I bear witness, O my God, that through Him Thy most 
resplendent signs have been uncovered, and Thy mercy hath 
encompassed the entire creation. But for Him, how could the Celestial 
Dove have uttered its songs or the Heavenly Nightingale, according to 
the decree of God, have warbled its melody? 

 

I testify that no sooner had the First Word proceeded, through the 
potency of Thy will and purpose, out of His mouth, and the First Call 
gone forth from His lips than the whole creation was revolutionized, and 
all that are in the heavens and all that are on earth were stirred to the 
depths. Through that Word the realities of all created things were 
shaken, were divided, separated, scattered, combined and reunited, 
disclosing, in both the contingent world and the heavenly kingdom, 
entities of a new creation, and revealing, in the unseen realms, the signs 
and tokens of Thy unity and oneness.4 

 

The spiritual energies released at the time of Bahá’u’lláh’s Declaration 
bestowed a fresh capacity upon the human race, enabling every 
individual regardless of race, colour, education or background to 
recognize the Message of God for this day, and to play his part in the 
establishment of a world-embracing divine civilization for mankind. 

 

(Adib Taherzadeh, The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh, pp. 276– 278) 

 

 

                                                             
4  Bahá’u’lláh, Prayers and Meditations, no 178 
 


